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Applicant's election of Group III (claims 12-22) in the reply filed on 3/17/2009 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 12-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

It is unclear how the term "constituted" at line 14 of claim 12 further limits the 
claim. It is suggest that applicant delete lines 14-19 of claim 1 2 and insert -- wherein the 
surface of the substrate sheet having formed thereon a first region and a second region, 
the thickness of the first region of the coating layer is thicker than the second region, the 
thickness of the coating layer in the second region is thinner or does not having the 
coating layer, and wherein the pattern corresponds to the pattern of the convex-and- 
concave portion of the rotating pattern roll by pushing the coating film via the rotating 
pattern roll into the surface of the coating layer --. The recitation in claim 19 that the 
sheet is ridden between the two rolls, a support roll and rotating pattern roll, is confusing 
since the sheet does not sit on these rolls. It is suggested that applicant at lines 2-3 
after "a support roll facing opposite said rotating pattern roll" delete ", said substrate 
sheet being ridden between the two rolls is provided in said apparatus," and insert - 
such that said substrate sheet travels there between --. Claim 18 is confusing since it is 
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unclear what is supplying the slurry on the surface of the sheet - line-coating plate or 
slurry supplier. It is suggested that applicant amend claim 18 as follows: at line 2 of 
claim 18 after "wherein" insert - said slurry supplier includes --; at line 3 of claim 18 after 
"surface of said substrate sheet" delete "is provided in said apparatus". It is unclear 
what "part" one is referring to line 2 of claim 20. The recitation in claim 20 that the 
dispersion slurry falls down and through substrate and down to the substrate sheet is 
confusing due to claim language redundancy. It is suggested that applicant amend 
claim 20 as follows: at line 1 after "dispersion slurry" delete "and/or part thereof from"; at 
line 3 of claim 20 after "substrate sheet" delete "down to said substrate sheet". It is 
unclear how the term "constituted" at line 14 of claim 22 further limits the claim. It is 
suggested that applicant amend claim 22 as follows: delete line 5 of claim 22 and at line 
6 of claim 22 before "said substrate sheet is positioned' insert - wherein --. 

Claims 12-22 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

The prior art fails to teach or suggest an apparatus for applying patterned coating 
onto a substrate which is comprised of the following combination of elements: a 
traveling mechanism for traveling or moving the substrate sheet into the longitudinal 
direction thereof; a rotating pattern roll having a predetermined convex-and-concave 
pattern on the circumference surface thereof such that the center of axle is vertically 
positioned; a cover film for covering the circumference surface of the rotating pattern roll 
to prevent the dispersion slurry from being contact with the circumference surface of the 
rotating pattern roll, a front end of the cover film being positioned in the downstream 
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from the lowest position of the rotating pattern roll; and a slurry supplier for continuously 
supplying the dispersion slurry on the substrate sheet from a discharge portion of the 
supply supplier at a outlet position being positioned between the cover film and the 
substrate sheet; wherein the surface of the substrate sheet having formed thereon a 
first region and a second region, the thickness of the first region of the coating layer is 
thicker than the second region, the thickness of the coating layer in the second region is 
thinner or does not having the coating layer, and wherein the pattern corresponds to 
the pattern of the convex-and-concave portion of the rotating pattern roll by pushing the 
coating layer with the rotating pattern roll via the cover film. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brenda A. Lamb whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1231 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday and Thursday- 
Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nadine Norton, can be reached on (571) 272-1465. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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